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Intellectual
Property
Right
Copyright

Patent

Trademark

Privacy Rights

Publicity Rights

Visual Artist’s
Rights

What is Restricted?

All rights to:
• Distribute protected works
• Exhibit more than one

copy of a protected work
• Copy and project more

than one copy
• Copy and transmit the

image over the Web
• Perform protected works
• Produce derivative works,

such as a poster, from a
protected work

• Reproduce or copy a pro-
tected work

Designs, manufacturing, pro-
duction, sales, or use of pro-
tected machines and processes

All rights to mark works, ser-
vices, products with a particu-
lar brand name, symbol, or
logo 

Public disclosure of private,
embarrassing or misleading
information on living private
individuals

Commercial use of images of
celebrities for the gain of others

Attributing a protected work to
the wrong artist. Altering or
destroying protected works
during the lifetime of the artist.

What is Protected?

Copyright protects original
creative works in tangible
form such as:
• Architectural designs
• Archival and manuscript

materials
• Choreography
• Dramatic works
• Images (drawings, pho-

tos, prints, photome-
chanicals)

• Literary works
• Moving images
• Music
• Sculpture
• Software
• Sound recordings

Inventions, machines, mate-
rials (chemical composi-
tions) or processes (but not
natural processes)

The brand or identified spe-
cial characteristics of a prod-
uct or service

The privacy of living private
individuals, (including their
face, name, nude images,
fingerprints, home, and pri-
vate words)

The commercial interests of
celebrities, both living and
dead, in all for-profit uses of
their images

Visual fine art works created
after June 1, 1991

Duration of Protection

For Works Created 1/1/1978 or after:
Protected from the moment of creation
until 70 years after the death of the
creator; or, if a work of a corporate
author, protected for 95 years from the
date of publication or 120 years from
the date of creation (whichever is
shorter)
For Works Published before 1923: No
protection (in the public domain)
For Works Published between 1923-
1963 with a copyright notice (©,
name, and date): Protected for 28
years, plus could be renewed for 47
years; now extended 20 more years for
a total renewal of 67 years or total pro-
tection of 95 years
For Works published from 1964-1977:
Protected for 28 years with an auto-
matic extension of 67 years and total
protection of 95 years
For Unpublished works created before
1/1/1978: Protected for the life of the
creator, plus 70 years or at least until
12/31/2002 (whichever is greater)
For works created before 1/1/1978
but published between 1/1/1978 and
12/31/2002: Protected for the life of
the creator plus 70 years or until
12/31/2047 (whichever is greater)

Designs are protected for 14 years;
while machines, materials and processes
are protected for 20 years from the date
of filing.

Protected for 20 years if registered
prior to November 16, 1989; protected
for 10 years if registered subsequently;
can be renewed. A name or mark need
not be registered to be protected. 

During the lifetime of the individual

Varies from state-to-state

During the lifetime of the artist, for
works created after June 1, 1991.
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